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Sir: 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This reply is in response to the Restriction Requirement mailed June 8, 
2006. The following remarks are respectfully submitted. 

Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on Page 5 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) An automotive interior trim assembly, comprising: 

a support; and 

a storage compartment coupled to said support and adapted to store one 
or more items, said storage compartment comprising: 

a compartment body defining a cavity adapted to store the one or 
more items and having an opening for gaining access to said cavity; and 

a cover coupled to said compartment body and moveable between 
an open position, wherein said cavity is accessible through said opening, and a closed 
position, wherein said cover overlies said opening; and 

an electroluminescent lamp molded to one of said compartment 
body and said cover and adapted to illuminate said cavity when said cover is in the 
open position. 

2. (Original) The trim assembly of claim 1 , wherein said electroluminescent lamp is 
molded to the compartment body. 

3. (Original) The trim assembly of claim 1 , wherein said electroluminescent lamp is 
molded to the cover. 

4. (Original) The trim assembly of claim 1 further comprising: 

an electrical circuit for energizing said electroluminescent lamp. 
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5. (Original) The trim assembly of claim 4, wherein said electrical circuit comprises: 

a power source; 

a first electrical connector coupled to said compartment body and 
electrically coupled to said electroluminescent lamp; and 

a second electrical connector coupled to said support and electrically 
coupled to said power source, wherein said first electrical connector is electrically 
coupled to said second electrical connector when said storage compartment is coupled 
to said support so as to energize said electroluminescent lamp. 

6. (Original) The trim assembly of claim 4, further comprising: 

an electrical switch having a first position that energizes the 
electroluminescent lamp and a second position that de-energizes the 
electroluminescent lamp. 

7. (Original) The trim assembly of claim 6, wherein said electrical switch is in the first 
position when said cover is in the open position and said electrical switch is in the 
second position when said cover is in the closed position. 

8. (Original) An automotive interior trim assembly, comprising: 

a support; and 

a storage compartment coupled to said support and adapted to store one 
or more items, said storage compartment comprising: 

a compartment body defining a cavity adapted to store the one or 
more items and having an opening for gaining access to said cavity, said compartment 
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body including a first connecting member integrally formed therein; and 

a cover including a second connecting member integrally formed 

therein, said first connecting member cooperating with said second connecting member 

to couple said cover to said compartment body, said cover being moveable between an 

open position, wherein said cavity is accessible through said opening, and a closed 

position, wherein said cover overlies said opening; and 

an electroluminescent lamp coupled to one of said compartment 

body and said cover and adapted to illuminate said cavity when said cover is in the 

open position. 

9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Cancelled) 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1 -1 1 were originally filed in the application and are subject to a 
restriction requirement. The Examiner has identified Group I as being drawn to an 
automotive interior trim assembly having an EL lamp for illumination and represented by 
claims 1-8, and Group II as being drawn to a method of forming an automotive storage 
compartment in a two-short molding operation and represented by claims 9-1 1 . In 
response to the restriction requirement, Applicants elect Group I, identified by the 
Examiner as being represented by claims 1-8. The non-elected claims 9-1 1 have been 
canceled without prejudice to the filing of one or more divisional applications. 

In view of the election and remarks given herein, Applicants respectfully 
request early and favorable examination of the Application. If there is any matter that 
may be resolved by telephone or facsimile, the Examiner is respectfully asked to 
telephone the undersigned Attorney so that the matter may be promptly resolved. 

Applicants are of the opinion that no additional fee is due as a result of this 
Response. If any petition is due or any additional fee is required necessary to complete 
this communication, please consider this to be a request for such and charge any 
additional fees to Deposit Account No. 23-3000. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

WOOD, HERRON & EVANS, LLP. 

By: /Steven W. Benintendi/ 

Steven W. Benintendi, Reg. No. 56,297 

2700 Carew Tower 
441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 241-2324 (voice) 
(513) 241-6234 (fax) 
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